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Invocation

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P] In the name of the Father and of the = Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Exhortation

P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.




Confession of Sins

P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.




Declaration of Grace

P} Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon
us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His
sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His
name He gives power to become the children of God and
has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes
and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.
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Gloria In Excelsis
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Gloria In Excelsis
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Gloria In Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day:
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P| Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we
may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with
You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Salutation and Collect of the Day:




Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

6Thus says the LorD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

"I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.

’Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,

since I appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come,
and what will happen.

8Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”

Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm 119:57-64
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>/The LORD is my | portion;™
I promise to | keep your words.
>8] entreat your favor with | all my heart;*
be gracious to me according to your | promise.



Psalm 119:57-64
F

SO\WHEN I THINK | ON MY WAYS,™

I TURN MY FEET TO YOUR TESTI- | MONIES;
60] HASTEN AND DO | NOT DELAY™

TO KEEP YOUR COM- | MANDMENTS.



Psalm 119:57-64
F

61THOUGH THE CORDS OF THE WICKED EN- | SNARE ME,*
I DO NOT FOR- | GET YOUR LAW.

62AT MIDNIGHT I RISE TO | PRAISE YOU,™
BECAUSE OF YOUR JUST AND RIGH- | TEOUS DECREES.



Psalm 119:57-64
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63] am a companion of all who | fear you, ™
of those who keep your | precepts.

64The earth, O LORD, is full of your | steadfast love;*
teach me your | statutes!




Epistle: Romans 8:18-27

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 29For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it,
in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.



Epistle: Romans 8:18-27

24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 ikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the

will of God.

Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the thirteenth chapter.
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, "The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed
good seed in his field, 2°but while his men were sleeping, his
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went
away. 2650 when the plants came up and bore grain, then
the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of
the house came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He
said to them, 'An enemy has done this.” So the servants said
to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?’



Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

29But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the
wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.”” . ..

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples came to him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, "The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and
the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are
the sons of the evil one, 3°and the enemy who sowed them is

the devil.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are
angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
ghashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears,

let him hear.”

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.




Apostles’ Creed

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.




Apostles’ Creed

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.
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Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.; Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester; Text and tune: Public domain




This is love.

In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

(1 John 4:10)

Bread of Life, Rome, g

July 18, 2026
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Offertory
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Offertory
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Prayer of the Church

P)

P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faithful stewardship of all creation, that we may care
for it until the Lord sets it free from its bondage to decay
and gives it to us anew in His kingdom,

let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, that she may remain good soil that brings
forth an abundant harvest, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



Prayer of the Church

P|] For pastors, that they may sow Your Word faithfully in the
fields entrusted to them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P] For the delegates who are assembled in convention this
week, that God would give them wisdom to work for the
welfare of our Synod; that He would guard the lips of
those who speak and the ears of those who hear; that He
would give us courage to do with integrity what we
promise; and that, according to His will, He would bless
and prosper the plans and actions undertaken in His
name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



Prayer of the Church

P] For all Christian homes, that they may be places where
faith is nurtured and where we may learn to live our new
lives in holiness and righteousness,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P|] For the sick, aged, infirm, mourning or dying, especially
Katherine, David, Juan, Janette, Chris, Vera, Lexi, Joe
, that they would be given healing in accord
with God’s will and grace to sustain them in their need,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



Prayer of the Church

P|] For this Rescue Mission that it may serve many in the
name of Christ, giving hope to the downcast as well as
food for the hungry, that all who enter here would be
blessed, those who come in need as well as those who
come in service, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P] For the African mission that it may joyfully proclaim the
Name of Christ and bear much fruit in spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.




Prayer of the Church

P] The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
For Pastor Zogar's pastor training school in Liberia that
God would use it to raise up laborers fit for His harvest,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P] For certainty that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed
to us, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



Prayer of the Church

P] To Him we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Closing Collect

Merciful God, we humbly implore You

to cast the bright beams of Your light

upon Your Church that we,

being instructed by the doctrine

of the blessed apostles,

may walk in the light of Your truth

and finally attain to the light of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

who taught us to pray...




Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.




Benediction

P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and I~ give you peace.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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